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GATHERING 

 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  
 
Call to Worship 
Pastor:   Come, people of God, and worship the Christ. 
 
Reader:  Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven; whose sin is covered. 
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit, there is no deceit. 
Let us come and worship the Christ who forgives sin. 
 
Opening Hymn – “Sing with All the Saints in Glory”  

 
Greeting 
P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P May the risen Christ fill us with life, light, and hope. 
C Thanks be to God.  Jesus is risen.  Alleluia!  AMEN. 
 
Hymn of Praise – “Lift Up Your Hearts”  
 

 
THE WORD 

 
First Reading 

Acts 8:26-40 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of 
her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in 
his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this 
chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 
‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides 
me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that 
he was reading was this: 
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‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
     so he does not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
   Who can describe his generation? 
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came 
to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit 
of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to us. 
Response:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 

Psalm 22:25-31 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
   my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
   those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 
   May your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember 
   and turn to the LORD; 
and all the families of the nations 
   shall worship before him. 
For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
   and he rules over the nations. 

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 
   before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
   and I shall live for him. 
Posterity will serve him; 
   future generations will be told about the Lord, 
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
   saying that he has done it. 

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to us. 
Response:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Response – “I Will Praise You, Lord”  

 
Gospel Reading  

John 15:1-8 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless 
you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples. 

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to us. 
Response:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day – “What Wondrous Love Is This”                        
  
Affirmation of Faith   

We are an Easter People! We proclaim our belief in a God of life; in the image of the 
Creator, we are made. With God’s Spirit woven into the fabric of our being we are called to 
be caretakers of the earth and to bear the life-giving energy  
of the divine.  
 
We are an Easter People! We proclaim our belief in Jesus Christ, sent by God to be a living 
example of God’s desire for the world. We believe that in Jesus, the powers of darkness 
and death have no claim over us, that our broken lives find healing in God’s 
compassionate mercy. Jesus is that compassion and mercy risen and alive in the world 
today. 
 
We are an Easter People! We proclaim our belief in God’s gift of the Holy Spirit. This Spirit 
empowers us be the light and life of Jesus in the world. This Spirit is the vitality of God’s 
embrace active within us through what we do and what we say.  
 
Thanks be to God for life and new life! Christ is risen! Alleluia!  AMEN! 
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Prayers of the People 
P. As we are alive in Risen Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we dare bring our 
prayers before God who has promised to hear us and to respond in steadfast love. 
(A Brief Silence) 
 
P. Living God, while we celebrate your resurrection, we still find ourselves full of questions, and 
at times, doubt. So, Lord we ask that you would open our hearts and minds through the 
Scriptures, through listening to your quiet, still voice that comes to us in times of silence when 
we listen for your word for us. Help us Lord to embody what it means to bring your word to the 
world through what we say and what we do. Hear us O God: 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
P. God of all, the peoples of the nations hunger and thirst for justice and righteousness and they 
call on you for guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the strength of your peace, the 
gift of faith, and the grace of your hope. Give insight to the leaders of nations and factions that 
they would lead they people in justice and peace. Hear us O God: 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
P. Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and you answer them in their distress. 
Surround those who are sick and suffering with your compassion, and use those medical 
personnel and care-givers that you have called to care for the ill to aid you in bringing healing 
and hope to those in need. Hear us O God: 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
P. Lord, here at Bethany, we would ask that your Spirit guide the search for a new pastor for 
your people here. Bless our Call Committee with the spirit of discernment as they ponder those 
who believe that God is calling them to a new congregation in Scottsdale, AZ. Hear us O God: 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
P. In the hope of new life in Christ, O Lord, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
Offering  
 
Offertory  
 

Prayer of Blessing 
P Let us pray: 
C  God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with  words of grace and 
 life.  Bless us and these gifts which we have received from your generous hand.  Use 
 them to bring your blessing into the lives of others.  AMEN. 
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MEAL 
 

A Brief Confession 
P In the power of the risen Lord, we make our confession to God. 
C Gracious and forgiving God, we seek your pardon for actions that  have caused harm; 
 for the lack of action that could have been an expression of your love.  Forgive and heal 
 us Lord. 
P We rest in the mercy of a compassionate God.  We are an Easter people; we are a forgiven 
 people. 
C Thanks be to God.  AMEN. 
 
Communion Dialogue 
P   The Lord is risen! 
C   We have seen the Lord! 
P   Lift up your hearts, people of God. 
C We lift them to the Risen Christ. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C We offer our thanks and praise to the One who gives us new life. 
P   On the night he was betrayed … 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power   
  and the glory, forever and ever.  AMEN. 
 
Communion Invitation 
P:   Come to God’s table; be fed and satisfied. 
C: We come to feed our spirit and be in the presence of God. 
 
Communion Music – “Remain in Me; I Am the Vine”      
 
Communion Blessing  
P: Let us pray:  
C:    Radiant God, may your Word take flesh in us that we may be your holy people.  May this 
meal empower us to better be your loving servants.  AMEN. 
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SENDING 
 

Benediction 
Pastor:   May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you with every good blessing. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn – “Hallelujah Is Our Song” 
 
Dismissal 
Paster:  Go in Peace…to live and serve in the way of the cross.  
Response:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


