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GATHERING 

 
 

PRELUDE – “Tend the Ground”                                                                        Erin/Kristan 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  
 
Call to Worship 
Pastor: Come, People of God, and let us worship Jesus the Christ. 

Reader: Let us worship the eternal God, the Source of love and life, who created us. Let us worship Jesus 

the Christ, the risen one who lives among us. Let us worship the Spirit, the Holy Fire, who renews us. Let 

us worship the one true God who is to be praised in all times and places.   

 

Opening Hymn – “Ever We Praise You”  

Greeting 
P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P May the risen Christ fill us with life, light, and hope. 
C Thanks be to God.  The Spirit teaches us, inspires us, and give us the voice of the Gospel.  Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise – “Our God is Here”  
 

THE WORD 
 

First Reading 

Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Thus says the Lord GOD: 
I myself will take a sprig 
   from the lofty top of a cedar; 
   I will set it out. 
I will break off a tender one 
   from the topmost of its young twigs; 
I myself will plant it 
   on a high and lofty mountain. 
 

On the mountain height of Israel 
   I will plant it, 
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
   and become a noble cedar. 
Under it every kind of bird will live; 
   in the shade of its branches will nest 
   winged creatures of every kind. 
All the trees of the field shall know 
   that I am the LORD. 
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I bring low the high tree, 
   I make high the low tree; 
I dry up the green tree 
   and make the dry tree flourish. 
I the LORD have spoken; 
   I will accomplish it. 

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to us. 
Response:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 

Psalm 92: 1-4; 12-15 

A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath Day. 
It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 
   to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
   and your faithfulness by night, 
to the music of the lute and the harp, 
   to the melody of the lyre. 
For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 
   at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 

The righteous flourish like the palm tree, 
   and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
They are planted in the house of the LORD; 
   they flourish in the courts of our God. 
In old age they still produce fruit; 
   they are always green and full of sap, 
showing that the LORD is upright; 
   he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to us. 
Response:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm Response – “Lord it is Good to Give Thanks to You”  

 
Gospel Reading 

Mark 4: 26-34 

He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth 
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is 
ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’ 

He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is 
like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet 
when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so 
that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’ 
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With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to 
them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to us. 
Response:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon 
 

3rd Sunday After Pentecost, June 13, 2021. “From the Smallest Seeds.”  
 

How many times have we tried to get rid of weeds? You know how it goes: you pull them; you use weed 
killer on them; you put weed barriers down that supposedly prevent weeds from growing—and we 
don’t water the weeds; but it doesn’t matter, because they are still there! But the farmer in the first 
parable did just one thing: He threw the seeds on the ground and waited for the harvest—and in spite 
of his over-all inattention, the harvest came. 
Of course, in those days, the farmers didn’t know exactly how the seeds germinated, but they had faith 
that with the right amount of sun, of rain, a little fertilizer to help the crops grow, and grow the crops 
did. Patience and faith are the center of the farmer’s life, and in our faith life, patience and faith are 
two virtues that are at the center of our Christian life. This parable of Jesus tells us that God’s kingdom, 
God’s word will come—they will come in God’s good time, not in the time that we would desire Gods’ 
kingdom too come. 
There is a challenge embedded also in these parables. A challenge that reminds us of the part that we 
are given, and that part is to proclaim the coming of the Kingdom of God, by what we do and how we 
live out our Christian Life in the world. We often ask the question, how are we to spread the Good News 
of the coming Kingdom of God—a Kingdom that is also already among us in part, here and now?  We as 
God’s people, get to share the Good News of God’s forgiveness, love, compassion, hope, and the gift of 
eternal life. This first parable tells us that like the crops that grow so mysteriously, so is the Kingdom 
of God in the process of growing around us, through the work of the Holy Spirit and the life of faith that 
we live in the world. 
The second parable for today is one of the most famous of all of Jesus’ parables, the Parable of the 
Mustard Seed. Jesus reminds us that the mustard seed is one of the smallest of seeds, yet when fully 
grown, the shrub reaches to a height of ten to twelve feet! Little wonder then that birds and small 
animals come and take refuge in the shade of the mustard shrub.  
What Jesus is teaching us here, is that the reign of God—the process of the development of the 
Kingdom of God, will seem to begin in obscurity, limited scope, and apparent insignificance. Indeed, 
the whole of the Gospel writers tell us clearly that the work of Jesus started in obscurity and seeming 
insignificance. Preaching, teaching, working great signs of healing, and power over the forces of evil, 
all done in a backwater province of the Roman Empire. At the height of his work, Jesus was arrested 
and executed on a cross, and the mission was left in the hands of the 11 men that abandoned him and 
denied him at Jesus darkest hour. And yet God did not let the disciples slowly fade away, no instead 
with the help of the Holy Spirit, the disciples proclaimed the Word of God throughout the Roman 
Empire and beyond and those brought into the faith grew amazingly over the centuries. For us, these 
parables tell us we are not to lose hope about God’s presence in the life of the Church, or in our lives of 
faith. God is with us always. From the beginnings of the Church, God has made room for all people. No 
matter how many human barriers we humans often attempt to establish, God’s Holy Spirit works 
within us to tear them down. Listen to the Spirit; pray for the coming Kingdom; pray that we truly can 
show by what we do and say the power of the Word of God to bring hope and life and light to all 
peoples. Amen. 
 
Hymn of the Day – “Seek Ye First”                        
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Affirmation of Faith   

We believe that God has established the Church, and will preserve and protect it, and will provide us 

with a foretaste of our greatest hope. 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the head of the church and died and rose again in His resurrection, to 

give eternal life through our baptism into Christ. 

We believe that the Holy Spirit breathed fire and life into the Church at Pentecost and still provides 

power for its preservation and ministry. 

We believe the Church is the community of disciples, using their gifts freely and wisely for the common 

good of the body and to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ until He comes again. Amen.  

 
Prayers of the People 
P. As we are rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the Church, the World, 

and all of Creation.  

(A Brief Silence) 
 
P. In these days of conflict and lack of trust among peoples, we pray for the people of Israel and Gaza, that 

their leaders will find peace and hope, so that their people may live without fear once more. Indeed, Lord, 

we pray for all peoples who are enduring conflict that soon peace will come. Hear us O God. 

C. Your mercy is great. 
 
P. Lord, you draw near to these who cry out for help. Enable us to be your hands that feed the hungry; to 

those who are in darkness and are looking for hope; let us be your arms to those who are mourning the 

death of loved ones; let us be your comfort to those who are ill of body mind or spirit, and enable us to 

bring your light and your hope who are searching for light and hope in their lives. Be especially with 

those for whom we pray on our prayer list, and those for whom we pray in this moment of silence……Hear 

us O God. 

C. Your mercy is great. 
 
P. On this day Lord, we would pray for all those who serve our town and cities to keep us safe, and pray 

for their safety this day. We pray for those who serve us in far off places, that they will be able to return to 

their loved ones soon.   

C. Your mercy is great. 
 
P. Lord we here at Bethany would ask that your Spirit guide the search for a new pastor for your people 

here. Bless our Call Committee with the spirit of discernment as they examine those who believe that God 

is calling to a new congregation in Scottsdale, AZ Hear us O God. 

 
P. We lift these and all of our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
All: Amen. 

 
Offering                                                                        
 
Offertory  
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Prayer of Blessing 
P Let us pray: 
C. Gracious God, we give our best, lest in gaining the world we lose life itself. As a covenant    people, we 

seek to witness to your will and way. Help us to know more clearly what you would have us do with the 

gifts entrusted to our care. Direct us according to your will O God. Amen. 

 
MEAL 

 
A Brief Confession 
P. Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sins and hear again, Christ’s words of 

forgiveness.  

A brief silence 

C. Too often Lord, we question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. 

We turn instead to our own understanding rather than trusting in You. We take offense at your 

teachings and your ways. Turn us again Lord, to you. Where else can we turn? Enable us Lord to help to 

hear your words for us and to enable us to be light and life for our world. Lord we confess that we have 

not always lived up to the covenant that you have made with us, and we ask for your forgiveness. 

Amen. 

 

P. Beloved People of God, through Jesus the bread of life, the light of the World, you are forgiven all of 

your sins, and you are loved into the life with Christ. 

All: Amen.  

 

P. The love of Christ has gathered us as one, to remember Christ, the Son of God, who loved his own until 

the end. 

C. In His great, unselfish love, the Lord who calmed the storms and turned water into wine, stooped to 

a servant’s duty and washed his disciples’ feet. 

 

P. When we are gathered here, let us be drawn together by His passion. Let no love be less than His. 

C. Let us follow Christ’s example and serve one another as He first served us. For by this, the world will 

know that we are Christ’s followers, if we love one another. 

 

P. On the night He was betrayed…. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power   
  and the glory, forever and ever.  AMEN. 
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Communion Invitation 
P:   Come to God’s table; be fed and satisfied. 
C: We come to feed our spirit and be in the presence of God. 
 
Communion Music – “We Come to You”     
         
Communion Blessing  
P. Let us pray: 

C. Jesus, Bread of Life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have 

nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we 

pray. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
Benediction 
Pastor:   May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you with every good blessing. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn – “For the Fruits of This Creation” 
 
Dismissal 
Paster:  Go in Peace…to live and serve in the way of the cross.  
Response:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 


