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Worship is the center, the hub, ground zero for all that the church does. Every other kind of ministry we do from 
administrative tasks to serving meals to the hungry … all is grounded in our weekly worship life. Worship is 
like the axle of a bicycle wheel. The spokes of the wheel are the various ministry teams that plan, prepare, and  
make happen the ministries we do. The rubber of the wheel (where the rubber hits the road, as the saying goes) 
is when actual ministries are taking place and happening. 

At Bethany we have nine ministry teams. We use to call these teams committees, but the word “team” seems to 
better express the interactive work of ministry that these teams do. These ministry teams are the “spokes” 
coming out from the axle (worship) of the bicycle wheel. Currently at Bethany, some of these teams are active 
and meet on a regular basis, others meet only as needed, and some are inactive altogether. In the past, we 
always tried to find people to serve on these teams and for each team to have a chairperson. This has become 
increasingly difficult to do. So starting in 2019 with the new Church Council, we will be doing things a little 
differently. Each council member is assigned to a ministry team. The council will be creating two to three goals 
for each ministry team to be accomplished in 2019. Once some goals have been identified, we will then 
assemble a task force of people to accomplish the work of meeting the goal. When the goal is met, the task 
force disassembles. No committees. No monthly meetings … this is a totally task oriented approach.  

I am asking you, the worshipping people of Bethany, to be open and willing to serve on a task force when you 
are asked. We will try to match the skill sets of our people with the task and goal to be accomplished. This isn’t 
just busy work. We are a church and doing ministry is our job. My hope and prayer is that, not only will our 
ministry be enhanced, but that those of you who serve in this “task force” capacity will spiritually grow from 
your being involved.  

It all begins with worship. This is where we are strongest and this is where are draw our strength. From the 
worship space, God calls us out to be of service in the example of Jesus. A church is a worshipping and serving 
community. Help us in 2019 to do our best as the People of God in this place to worship and serve God well.  

Blessings to you all, 

Pastor Rick 

Stewardship Corner

At our Annual Meeting on January 27th it was outlined clearly that Bethany’s financial picture is currently in a 
solid place. That being said, our offerings have declined in the past few years making the budgeting process and 
the day to day expenditure of funds a bit more challenging. The reasons for this are numerous … the death of 
longtime members, reduced winter worshipper attendance due to Road Runner Park closing, and the new tax 
laws that are beginning to be felt among all groups who rely upon contributions to operate, just to name a few. 
The church council is diligent in making sure we operate within our means. But financial challenges look to be 
more so the rule rather than the exception going forward. Your continued faithfulness in terms of contributing to 
our financial ministry is appreciated and needed. All we ask is that you do the best you can in 2019. If you can 
increase contributions, we are thankful. If you can maintain current level of giving, again we are thankful. If 
you need to scale back for financial reasons, we understand. You are a blessing to Bethany. Blessings, 



Pastor Rick 

Synod Meeting at Bethlehem Lutheran, Mesa

On Saturday morning, February 9th, beginning at 9:00 a.m., there will be a gathering of conferences from our 
Grand Canyon Synod at Bethlehem Lutheran in Mesa. The purpose of the gathering is to look over the goal 
setting and planning process of our synod’s ministry. With a new bishop in place, some strategic planning is in 
order implement our collective ministry as 89 congregations that make up our synod. Pastor Rick will be 
attending. 


